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CARAVAN PARKS AND CAMPING GROUNDS LEGISLATION 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [9.03 am]: I inform the house that 
earlier this year I released a consultation paper on the proposed development of new caravan parks and camping 
grounds legislation. The aim was to seek comment from caravan park users, owners and other stakeholders on 
the effectiveness of the current laws and how we can improve them. The consultation paper was released for 
three months with the submission period closing on 1 September 2014. We want everyone with an interest in 
holiday parks to have a say on the proposed new laws. 

I encourage members to promote the consultation paper in their communities. The paper presents a number of 
options for the various stakeholders in the caravan and camping industry. The caravan and camping industry is 
an important and significant industry in Western Australia. Indeed, the latest figures show that WA has 
72 405 caravan and camper-trailer registrations and 8 127 campervan registrations, which represents 
30 registrations for every 1 000 people, which is the highest proportion in any Australian state. 

Some of the proposed changes include park operators having longer licences, lower compliance costs and greater 
flexibility to meet consumer demands and remain competitive in an ever changing industry; users having greater 
choices, increased experiences and more affordable holiday options; and, regulatory bodies having the flexibility 
to meet the needs of the locality to allow tourism to evolve and flourish and greater ease with which to interpret 
the legislation. The consultation paper touches on the health and safety of caravan parks and camping grounds. 
Any duplication of the regulation of caravan parks and camping grounds will also be addressed. The review is an 
important part of the “Western Australian, Caravan and Camping Action Plan 2013–2018” and is funded by the 
state government’s royalties for regions program. Our aim is to increase the number of affordable holidays in 
Western Australia. This is the first stage of the public consultation process. The 
Department of Local Government and Communities will look at all the submissions after which time it will 
release a further consultation paper so that we can consolidate all the feedback. That will help us draft 
instructions for the new legislation. The paper is available on the department’s website. I encourage everyone 
with an interest in caravans and camping to have a look at this paper and provide comment. 
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